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Some of the people we serve get both Medicare 
and Medicaid; and

Medicare is the priority program, for example:

Claims must be submitted to Medicare for payment 
before they are submitted to Medicaid when a client has 
both Medicare and Medicaid benefits.

Prescription drugs must be accessed through Medicare 
when a client has both Medicare and Medicaid benefits 
beginning January 2006.
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Two old terms

Duals Dual Eligibles:  People receiving 
medical benefits from both 
Medicare and Medicaid

MSP Medicare Savings Programs:
Medicaid programs to assist with 
costs of Medicare Parts A and B.  
Includes QMB, SLMB, and QI-1
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who may be eligible for a subsidy

November - May 15, 2006: Medicare 
beneficiaries begin enrolling in 
Prescription Drug Plans
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It depends: 

• If the person is a dual eligible or an MSP client, 
they will not have to apply for the subsidy

• States tell Medicare about duals and MSP 
people. Then these groups become automatically 
eligible for the subsidy.

• Medicare will automatically enroll these groups in 
a Part D drug plan. They can change plans 
whenever they want. 
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All others fall into two categories:

• Income less than 150% FPL and assets higher than MSP 
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• Choose and enroll in a Medicare Drug Plan
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Depends on the subsidy level the person is 
eligible for *.
The subsidy can pay all participation costs 
except for small co-payments per prescription 
or;

Some part of the client’s Part D drug premiums, 
deductibles, and other required participation.

*See handout chart
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We estimate that Washington has:

Up to 330,000 who may qualify for the “Low-
Income Subsidy”

Many may be eligible for MSP but have never 
applied

SSA’s Part D outreach will increase our MSP 
caseload as well as CN, MN & Basic Food 
caseloads

*Source: OFM, as of January 2004
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MAA only when the client insists that DSHS 
determine LIS eligibility 
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• Medicare:  1-800-Medicare;
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and assets higher than the LIS eligible; and

We do not expect this group to come to 
DSHS because SSA will not send these 
people an application for the LIS. 

If they do contact DSHS about Medicare 
Part D, refer them to:

Medicare or SHIBA HelpLine
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